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PORSCHE PANAMERA WILL 
BLOW YOUR MIND! 

FORD FUSION HYBRID IS A 
PRACTICAL, FUEL-EFFICIENT RIDE

JUNE

JUNE 4: CAR SHOW ON FIFTH; on Fifth Street 
west in the 900 block in Palmetto; starts at 5 p.m.; 
$10 registration; block party is free for public; all 
vehicles welcome; trophies presented at 8:30 p.m.; 
DJ, photographers and pin-up girls; 50/50 to benefit 
Palmetto Youth Center; hosted by Slicks Garage in 
Palmetto; for information, call (941) 776-7298 or visit 
www.slicksgarage.com

JUNE 4: LAKELAND CRUISE-IN; downtown Lakeland; 
features live music, door prizes and raffle tickets; for 
information, call “Starvin Darvin” of Klassix Tunes at (863) 
665-1071 or visit www.lakelandcruisein.com

JUNE 5: RONNIE SETSER’S BEST OF THE BEST 
CAR AND TRUCK SHOW; Days Inn, 2522 N. Dale 
Mabry Highway, Tampa; 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.; registration 
is $10; 6-foot trophy awarded along with top trophies, 
and Specialty 1st, 2nd, 3rd in each class; if awarded 
the 6-foot trophy, winner will be eligible for the 10-foot 
trophy at the end of the year; goody bags, raffle, lots of 
children’s games, hula-hoop contest, model car contest; 
’50s through ’90s music and country music; for more 
information, call Ronnie or Kim Setser at (813) 879-1616 
or visit www.ronniesetser.com

JUNE 5: COURTSIDE GRILLE CAR SHOW; features 
“orphan” cars such as Hudson, Studebaker, Packard, 
Crosley, Nash, Kaiser, Henry J, etc.; however, show open 
to all classic cars, antiques, muscle cars, hot rods, street 
rods and customs; Courtside Grille, 13901 Nine Eagles 
Drive, Tampa; 4 to 7 p.m.; for details, call Paul Figoni at 
(813) 468-0277 or visit www.letsrollpromotions.com

By NITISH S. RELE
editor@motoringtampabay.com

When the Panamera
debuted at Auto
Shanghai in 2009,
there was quite a
bit of apprehension.
And understandably
so. A four-door,
four-passenger
Porsche car? How
would a sports car
maker with a racing background pull off such a feat? 
Well, the German auto company has proved the 
skeptics wrong.

Don’t be fooled by the Panamera’s nearly 4,000-pound 
weight. Step on the throttle in the front-mounted, 
water-cooled 4.8-liter V-8 engine and you will 
experience the rush of 400 horsepower at 6500 rpm 
and 369 pounds-feet of torque at 3500 rpm. Available 
in rear-wheel or all-wheel drive, the performance 
car boasts 0 to 60 mph in a mere 5.2 seconds. The 
PDK Porsche double-clutch 7-speed transmission is 
basically two clutches without a clutch pedal but can 
work either automatically, via steering-wheel mounted 
paddles or a center-mounted lever. The result is a 
flawless transmission with instantaneous up and down 
shifts. The car also is equipped with an engine start/
stop system, which turns the engine off at a halt so you 
can eke out fuel savings.

Continued on page 3

By NITISH S. RELE
editor@motoringtampabay.com

A trip to Atlanta in the offing this summer? Or maybe 
the Big Easy? And perhaps beyond? Then we suggest 
you head out to the nearest Ford dealer for testing out 
the second-generation 2010 Fusion hybrid.

 The restyled
 mid-size sedan
 can go nearly
 570 miles on a
 tank (17 gallons),
 thanks to its
 gas/electric 
technology. A 2.5-liter DOHC gasoline 16-valve 
Atkinson cycle, inline-4 cylinder engine is mated 
to an electric motor, which is powered by a nickel-
metal hydride battery. However, the hybrid isn’t a 
powerhouse by any strength of the imagination. 
But the engine is adequate enough to put out 191 
horsepower at 6000 rpm while paired to a smooth 
Continuous Variable Transmission. Basically, the Fusion 
can run on gas, pure electric or a blend of both. 

Continued on page 4

Ford claims the car can travel up to 47 mph on solely electric mode, but in our numerous 
road tests, we were unable to match that number. 

The hybrid does offer a regenerative braking system for additional fuel savings. When 
the car is coasting or the brakes are applied, the electric power functions as a generator, 
capturing kinetic energy that would normally be lost as heat through the brakes. Instead, 
it converts the energy into useable electricity for recharging the battery.

Ensconced in a unitized welded steel body is a powerfully domed hood that meets 
up with a three-bar chrome bill flanked by automatic headlights, and 17-inch, 
15-spoke painted aluminum wheels. That this is a hybrid is apparent from the road-
and-leaf badge on the front side sills and trunk door. 

Undoubtedly, the coolest cabin trait is the reconfigurable SmartGauge cluster with 
EcoGuide. It’s in essence twin LCD screens on each side of the center-mounted 
speedometer. You can keep an eye on fuel and battery charge levels, instantaneous 
MPG, EV mode, accessory power and a consumption gauge. The extremely frugal 
among you will love EcoGuide, a virtual plant that sprouts leaves. The more heavily 
you step on the gas pedal, the fewer leaves will develop, making you see anything 
but green!

Also a sight to behold is ice-blue lighting on the instrument panel. Other standard 
amenities include eight-way driver and six-way front-passenger power seats, four-
spoke tilt/telescopic steering column, dual-zone automatic climate control, fixed 
rear seat back and, of course, Sync to integrate Bluetooth-enabled cell phones and 
iPods through voice recognition.

Safety should not be an issue with such standard features as dual front and side 
airbags, side curtain airbag, four-wheel antilock brakes, Electronic Stability Control, 
traction control, safety belt pretensioners, tire pressure monitoring system and 
daytime running lights.

The Fusion delivers a satisfying mix of respectable power, impressive handling and 
balance, and certainly outstanding gas mileage. Our average was about 35 mpg in 
city/highway driving. We only wish that the base price was just under $25,000 so 
more buyers would have found the car an even better bargain. Regardless, the Fusion 
hybrid is a practical, fuel-efficient car that should put its competitors on notice.

 FUSION HYBRID
Tires: P225/50R17
Wheelbase: 107.4 inches
Length: 190.6 inches
Suspension: Independent short and long arm (SLA) stabilizer bar
Steering: Independent multi-link
Weight: 3,285 pounds 
Fuel capacity: 17 gallons
City: 41 mpg
Highway: 36 mpg
Web site: www.ford.com
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C L A S S I F I E D S  -  C A R S  F O R  S A L E

This is a one-owner, daily driver 14,000 miles-
per-year car; retired owner; gray leather, power 
windows and locks, ABS, airbags, AM/FM, CD 
changer; good gas mileage; 145,000 miles; 
financing available. Call Mike at (813) 417-4119.

47,000 miles. This is a one-owner car with a 
removable hard top; convertible top is black. 
Extra clean inside, tan leather; power windows 
and locks, ABS brakes, Alloy wheels; was a 
retired lady’s car; 2,000 miles per year. Financing 
available. Call Mike at (813) 417-4119.

This is a one-owner daily driver ride. It has a new $4,000 
convertible top, new $2,000 Bilstein shocks F&R, 3.6L 
Twin Plug 247 hp engine. Tires are good. All scheduled 
maintenance, always garaged, A/C, looks and runs great. 
Original paint in excellent condition. All service records. This 
is an original, no accidents, no paint work, no corrosion. 
Excellent condition inside and out and has been absolutely 
perfectly maintained! Leather is nice. The previous owner, 
a physician, drove car approximately 9,000 miles per year 
(165,000 miles). Call (813) 417-4119. Ask For Mike.

1923 FORD T-BUCKET (owner Ken 
McLeod of Kathleen)
“I’m not a professional car builder 
with a huge shop and a ton of tools. 
Instead, I’m just a car guy who wanted 
to build a true hotrod reminiscent 
of the Rat Fink cartoons from my 
childhood. It took three years to build 
the 1923 Ford T-Bucket in a one-car 
garage after the death of my sister-in-
law, Lisa McMahan, who had inspired 
me to follow my dream. I did most 
of the work by myself, except for the 
paint and the top padding on the 
interior. In my vision, I wanted the car
to be Mountain Dew green with purple
flames in honor of Lisa. So Jeff Smith, of Jeff’s Paint & Body in Lakeland, laid down the 
House of Kolor pagan green paint with passion pearl flames on the Total Performance body. 
Emo’s Upholstery finished the top of the seat and door panels. 

“The T-Bucket is powered by a Chevrolet 350 bored .030, with Dart Pro 1 heads, Scat rotating 
assembly, Crane roller cam, and topped off with a Dyers 6-71 blower and dual Holley 600 
CFM blower carbs; making eight pounds of boost and 600 plus horsepower on Sunoco 110 
racing fuel. That power goes through a Hughes Performance TH350 automatic with a Lokar 
32-inch radical shifter to a Ford 8-inch rear end with Richmond 3.55 gears and Currie axles. 
The four-wheel disc-brakes are from Wilwood. The front wheels are Dayton 16-inch chrome-
laced spindle mounts wrapped with 4.60-16 motorcycle tires and 15x14 Billet Specialties 
street lite wheels with 31x18 Mickey Thompson sportsman S/R radials on the rear. 

“It’s a pure adrenaline rush to drive. As Tim ‘the tool man’ Taylor used to say, “It’s really not 
yours useless you build it with your own two hands.”

FOR SALE 1988 MERCEDES-BENZ 560SL – $15,950

FOR SALE 1991 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 2 CABRIOLET – $17,950

TAMPA BAY AREA MAN FOLLOWS HIS DREAM

FUSION continued from page 1 

FOR SALE 2000 BMW 528i SEDAN – $6,995 List your car for sale in our classifieds for just $20
with a photograph. E-mail the car ad (can be up to 25 
words) and photo to editor@motoringtampabay.com
The $20 check can be addressed and mailed to 

MOTORING TAMPA BAY
18313 CYPRESS STAND CIRCLE, TAMPA, FL 33647.

Ken McLeod, of Kathleen, rests in the background while 
displaying his 1923 Ford T-Bucket, up front.

com, or J. Stewart Paquette at 
stewsstuff@gmail.com or visit 
www.floridaflywheelers.org

JUNE 12: CAR SHOW; Mur-
ray’s Speed and Custom, 
5801 S. Dale Mabry Highway; 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; open to 
all classic cars, antiques, hot 
rods, street rods, muscle cars 
and customs; free hot dog 
and drink for the cruisers, cool 
oldies music and 50/50 draw-

ings; for information, call Paul Figoni at (813) 468-0277 or e-mail figfam4@verizon.net

JUNE 12: THE SHOPS AT WIREGRASS SUMMER SERIES CAR & TRUCK SHOW; The 
Shops at Wiregrass, 28211 Paseo Drive, Wesley Chapel; pre-register for $15 or $20 day 
of show; 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. registration, judging starts at 11 a.m. and awards presented at 3 
p.m.; 142 trophies awarded; to pre-register or for information, visit www.premiumcarshows.
com or call (727) 547-8082.

JUNE 12: MUSIC AND MOTORCYCLES ZEPHYRHILLS EVENT; presented by Main Street 
Zephyrhills Inc.; 5224 Seventh St., Zephyrhills; 4 to 9 p.m.; merchandise vendors, live music, 
food court and entertainment; with trophies and cash prizes; entry fee $10 per bike; registra-
tion is from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.; professional judging by Rev. Jim; entertainment by Orlando 
Harley-DavidsonPrecision Drill Team; 12 class ride in bike show; for information, call (813) 
780-1414, e-mail mszi@verizon.net or visit  www.mainstreetzephyrhills.org

JUNE 12: CAR SHOW; Joey D’s Pizza, U.S. 41 and Cortez Road, Bradenton; 5 to 9 p.m.; 
trophies, door prizes and 50/50 jackpot; for more information, call Lance at (941) 371-1061, 
e-mail collectorcarsTV@comcast.net or visit www.collectorcarstv.com

JUNE 13: CAR & MOTORCYCLE SHOW AND SWAP MEET; 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; USA Flea 
Market, 11721 U.S. 19, Port Richey (200 yards south of State Road 52); registration is $10; 
vendor space is $4; for more information, call (727) 868-2143.

JUNE 14-19: ROTARY FELLOWSHIP RIDE-ALONG TOUR; tour up the Eastern Seaboard 
for the 1,544-mile route from Tampa to Montreal, Canada, and arrive for the 2010 Rotary 
International Contention; the tour will stop at a Rotary Club each day to “make-up” at the 
meetings, show off the cars, and talk a little about the Antique, Classic and Historic Auto-
mobile Fellowship of Rotarians (ACHAFR) North American chapter; join the international 
fellowship, whose common interest is the collector car; become a charter member; current 
Rotarians are eligible to join with a small membership fee of $50; also, anyone can join the 
tour in at any point along the route; for more information, call Joanne Pistorius at (813) 714-
1019 joanne@transflor.com or visit www.achafr.com

JUNE 19: FIRST ANNUAL WINDERMERE AUTO SHOW; Main Street, Windermere; 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.; classic, antique and exotic cars among others will be on display; trophies and 
awards to be given; to benefit M.A.D.D.; for more information, call auto show event coordina-
tor Mark Allen at (321) 689-8000, (407) 737-9797, e-mail info@WindermereAutoShow.com or 
visit http://www.windermereautoshow.com/

JUNE 19: MUSCLE MADNESS WEEKEND: CAR AND MOTORCYCLE SHOW; antique, 
classic car, street rod and cycles can participate; Generations Christian Church, 1540 Little 
Road, Trinity (one mile south of State Road 54, on Little Road); $15 for cars, $10 for motorcy-
cles; 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with registration from 9 a.m. to 11 and awards presentation at 2; dash 
plaques to first 60 entries and top 20 awards; free events for public include DJ Marvelous 
Marvin, model car display, R/C car races, Pinewood Derby for children, food and beverages; 
for information, call (727) 204-5433 or e-mail jimblack1492@verizon.net

JUNE 19: CAR SHOW; 5 to 9 p.m.; downtown Haines City; 100 percent raffle drawing, 
cruiser games, door prizes; sponsored by Haines City Parks & Recreation Department; for 
information, call (863) 421-3700.

JUNE 19: PLANT CITY STRAWBERRY CLASSIC CAR SHOW; 4 to 9 p.m.; McCall Park in 
historic downtown Plant City; free registration and admission; pre-1984 and older cars and 
trucks as well as antiques, hot rods, customs and classics; for information, call (813) 754-
3707 or 1-800-760-2315 or visit www.plantcity.org
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JUNE 19 : NORTHPOINTE VILLAGE CLASSIC CAR SHOW; hosted by Let’s Roll pro-
motions; Northpointe Village, 16506 Point Village Drive, Lutz; 5 to 8 p.m.; live music, door 
prizes, 50/50; no entry fee; open to all classic and muscle cars, street rods, hot rods and 
customs; for more information or to sponsor, call Paul Figoni at (813) 468-0277. 

JUNE 26: FRIENDLY KIA FEST MAIN STREET BLAST; classic car, truck and Corvette 
Cruise-in on the agenda along with classic rock music, pet parade, kids games; historic 
downtown New Port Richey; for details, call (727) 842-8066 or e-mail info@nrpmainstreet.
com or visit www.nprmainstreet.com

JUNE 26: FIRST ANNUAL CAR, BIKE & TRUCK SHOW 2010; Winter Haven Orange 
Dome, 150 Cypress Gardens Blvd., Winter Haven; 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; food, live entertain-
ment, cash prizes to be given; organized by Black Diamondz Promotions Inc.; for more 
information, call 1-866-981-4449 or visit www.myspace.com/blackdiamondzpromotionz 

JUNE 26: ZEPHYRHILLS SATURDAY NIGHT CRUISE-IN; food, music, 50/50 raffle 
and lots of cars in the heart of downtown Zephyrhills (at U.S. 301 and State Road 54 
west on Fifth Avenue); no entry fee; 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.; for information, call (813) 780-1414, 
visit www.mainstreetzephyrhills.org or e-mail mszi@verizon.net 

JUNE 27: ULTRA SHOW SERIES; presented by Soundwaves (www.soundwavesoft-
ampa.com); Peabodys Billiards, 1533 Amberly Drive, Tampa; $15 registration, which 
starts from 11 a.m. with judging at 2; several awards and trophies to be given; for more 
information, e-mail info@ultrarevolution.com or visit www.ultrarevolution.com

www.motoringtampabay.com • 813-758-1786
 e-mail: editor@motoringtampabay.com
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TECH
Engine Installers Inc.

1
Full service center for all makes and models.
3 year • 50,000 warranty on remanufactured engines.

Engine mounts specialties: • Remanufactured
 engines - 3 year/100,000-mile warranty, other
 warrantees available.
• Used engines - High-quality, low-mileage engines.
 Up to unlimited mile warranty.

•  Remanufactured transmissions. - Up to a one-year
 warranty. • Used transmission - High-quality, low
 mileage transmissions 
General repair: • Brakes • Clutch • Timing belt/chain 
• Oil change • AC • Drive train • Check engine lights
• Transmission mounts • Transmission flush and filter


